
The Trailblazing Times
“Do not go where the path may lead; go instead where there is no path and leave a trail” 
- Ralph Waldo Emerson
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Let’s go! The 8th grade Writing 
classes at Beckman have teamed 
up to provide you an escape. 
These helpful write-ups will guide 
you to what’s going on in the 
confines of our school--and 
beyond.

We plan to have a monthly issue, 
where you can learn about the 
junior high and more. This 
newspaper aims to entertain and 
enlighten all of you. Whether it’s an 
interview or a movie review, this 
newspaper’s got you covered. 

.
Above, Beckman Catholic Jr./Sr. High School can be seen 
beneath a short-lived rainbow. 
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Here’s a preview of 
what’s inside:

.



Q: “How do you like your new job?”  
A: “It’s good.  I enjoy it.  Everyone is fun to work with, and there are a lot of fun things to learn.”  

Q: “What’s your favorite part about your job?” 
A: “My favorite part about my new job is being able to see all the different things we do to help all 
the kids have a great education.  

Q: “What’s the hardest part of being the new principal?”  
A: ¨ So far, the hardest part  is learning people’s names.  There are a lot of people’s names to get to 
know, whether they are teachers, staff, students, parents, or community members.”

Q: “What do you enjoy most of the Beckman Community?”  
A: “I enjoy how much they enjoy being at school, and how they all show respect to each other.”

Q & A With Mr. K.

Continued on 
Next Page--> 
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Q & A with Mr. K
Q: “How long have you been an educator?” 
A: “I taught for eight years as a teacher, and eight years in a director role.”

Q: “What do you do on a daily basis at Beckman?”  
A: “I come in, and I answer emails and phone calls.  I supervise lunch for 
Juniors and Seniors, visit with teachers and students, and go to meetings.  
In the evenings, I attend and supervise  games and activities.”

Q: “Why did you pick to become an educator?”  
A: “When I was in High School, my dad was elected to be a State 
Representative.  People didn’t understand how the government process 
worked, so I wanted to teach people.  I taught government.  I was always in 
charge of stuff , so principal seemed like a natural fit. I always wanted to be 
a teacher.” 

Interviewers/Writers:
Evelyn, Lanie, Addi, 
and Abby.



Hurricane Florence
Hurricane Florence struck the east coast on September 14th.  Florence first hit about 355 miles 

southeast of Bermuda. Florence was then expected to hit Thursday September 13th, so many evacuated.  

They had to leave many valuable and sentimental items behind.  Luckily, the devastating storm hit midday 

Friday September 15th and the people of the Carolinas had an extra day for preparations.  The highest 

point of the storm surge was eleven feet.  “It was a category 4. The winds were 130-156 mph…”My prayers 

are with the people who have been affected by hurricane Florence,” Mrs. Hogan says.   At this time thirty 

six people had already passed away.  While people of the Carolinas try to come back from this devastating 

storm, we must keep them in our prayers and in our hearts. Hopefully they will be able to rebuild, not only 

their homes that they have lost but their lives that are forever changed after this horrific occasion.

The storm surge left many homes 
flooded on the east coast.

Interview: Mrs Hogan
………………………………….
We interviewed a teacher here at 
Beckman Catholic. We asked her, how 
do hurricanes form? She responded, “ 
Low Pressures form over warm ocean 
waters and become tropic storms.” She 
also said that she has no family 
members that got affected, but her 
prayers go out to them all. We asked her, 
“Do hurricanes happen all year round?” 
She answered no. Hurricane season is 
from June to November and is the most 
common times that hurricanes will form. 

 Here is a picture
             of Mrs. Hogan

.

Here is a picture from the news of  
Hurricane Florence.  As you can see it 
was starting to get bad. 

U.S. Military helps citizens evacuate the area that is soon to be affected by  
the hurricane. 

By: Tessa Tauke, Libby Knipper 
Katherine Halverson, Robert Kronlage, 
Alex Hageman, Jackson 
Oberbroeckling, Nathan Offerman, 
Adam Oberbroeckling, Claire 
Olberding, Shelby Pirc,and Hannah 
McDermott.
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9/11 Attack 
.

On September 11, 2001 the United States of America's 
biggest tragedy happened.  It was a normal Tuesday morning at 
about 8:30 in the morning a passenger plane crashed into the 
World Trade Center.  Everyone thought that it was a malfunction 
in the plane.  Then about 15 minutes later the second plane 
crashed into the other World Trade Center building and 
everyone’s mindset changed in a matter of seconds.The 
president at the time, George W. Bush, told the country that they 
were going to find out who this was. 

At 9:40 the Pentagon was hit by another passenger 
plane.  The country was in shock and all were on edge, 
wondering what would happen next. At 10:00 the south World 
Trade Center building fell.  The whole countries wondered how 
someone could have planned something like this.  Then, at 
about 10:10 there was a plane that fell in the middle of a field in 
Pennsylvania.  It is believed that this plane was heading to the 
White House but the people one the passenger plane found out 
what was happening They took control of the plane and they 
made the plane freefall to the field.  The government soon found 
out that an Islamic extremist  group called al- Qaeda were the 
ones who caused this horrendous day.

It took the US several years to come back from this awful and horrific 
day.  There are several memorials in the US now to remember and 
honor the lives lost in the 9/11 terrorist attacks.  Where the Twin 
Towers used to stand is now where the Freedom Tower and is now 
where the Freedom Tower stands.  It is a symbol of “ground zero.”  This 
means that after the towers fell the whole country had to “start for 
ground zero.” There is also the Tower of Voices in Pennsylvania for the 
people that stopped the plane from attacking somewhere else.  This is 
a tower that has chimes all through it.  It symbols the different sounds 
each day and the voices if the people on that flight. 

Written by Jenna Lansing 

www.businessinsider.com/

www.telegraph.co.uk
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Beckman Catholic Junior High Sports!!
The sports season started off with football and volleyball games at home, but both losing unfortunately. Football 

losing to West Delaware, and Volleyball losing to Marion. But next week both teams confidently bouncing back and both 
teams winning. Volleyball beat Monticello in three straight sets, and football beat a strong Solon team 30-12. 

XC started there season at Monticello with Maria Kruse finishing in second place leading the blazers. Jordan 
said,”Every practice I’m getting better times and I’m getting faster, which is improving my times in the races.”

Mia Maiers played the first game for 8th 
Grade Volleyball. They had two wins against 
Monticello and Dewitt. The team is great at 
working together and talking to each other. Mia 
wants people to know, “If you haven’t tried 
volleyball,” she says, “to go out and try it 
because you will never know if you will like it or 
if you are good at it.”

Cayden Gasmann is also on the 8th 
Grade team. He started playing football when he 
was in 5th grade. He loves to tackle and run for 
touchdowns. Advice Cayden wants to share is, 
“Beat the other team.” Cayden also said that 
football is his favorite sport because it’s the 
most contact sport and you can get your anger 
out.

Interview: Ryan,Ellie,Trista, Isaac
Pictures: Charley,

Michael Dinan is on the 8th grade 
team. He also started to play football in 5th 
grade on the little blazers team. He loves 
tackling people, and just loves the sport in 
general. “I love the sport because I can tackle 
people as hard as I can.” Advice he wants to 
give, is to “Hit as hard as you can.”

Jordan There is also on the Junior 
HIgh Cross Country Team. She started 
running for the team this year. She says she 
loves, “Getting a faster time, every day she 
runs.” She wants people to know that always 
try your hardest. She usually runs around 2 
miles

Written by Elyse, Molly, Padraig, and Luke
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Current Events: 7 Interview with Mr.Naber.

1. What do you think about surfing? “I think surfing appears to be an exciting 
sport that many would enjoy. However, tides are a big danger that I believe not 
many people think of. Rip tides can take inexperienced surfers out into deep 
water. One nasty wave can knock the surfer out and make it difficult for rescue.”
2. Have you ever been surfing? “I have never been surfing.”
3. What do you think about california making surfing its state sport?- “Surfing as 
a state sport seems just as legitimate as any other sport.”
4. What do you think is scary about surfing? “The danger of sharks, but I don't 
know if that is a fear of the ocean or of surfing. I'm not sure what kinds of sharks 
swim off the coast of California. I would research that before surfing myself.”
5. Would you go surfing for free if you could? “ I would definitely try out 
surfing.”

Surfing is California’s New State Sport

South Dakota has rodeo, Iowa has wrestling, 
Colorado has mountain climbing.  And now California 
has surfing as its official state sport. Gov. Jerry 
Brown signed the bill into law today after the state 
Assembly passed a measure earlier this month 
proposing surfing as the state sport.  “We heard 
some healthy floor debate from some of the 
skateboarder, baseball fans, basketball fans, others,” 
said the bill’s author, Asm. Al Muratsuchi (Manhattan 
Beach). “But I think surfing really stands apart not 
only for being an iconic part of California culture, but 
also for the environmental message of respecting 
and protecting our ocean and our environment.”

“Santa Cruz, sometimes referred to as the surfing 
capital of the world,” said Sen. Bill Monning (Santa 
Cruz) to coughs from his colleagues.

“You may have the best beach, the best surfing spot, 
but the best competition of all is the Mavericks, in 
Half Moon Bay,” said Sen. Jerry Hill (Half Moon Bay).

Interview with Ms. Hogan.

1. What do you think about surfing? “I think surfing looks like so much fun.  Being able 
to practically fly without any type of motor, kind of like skiing and snowboarding, both 
of which I love to do.”
2. Have you ever been surfing? “I have never been surfing, but I want to try.”
3. What do you think about California making surfing its state sport? “Yes for 
California, unless Hawaii has first dibs on it.”

4. What do you think is scary about surfing? “It 
would probably be a little scary at first.”
5. Would you go surfing for free if you could ? “I 
certainly would like to surf sometime even if it 
isn’t free if given the chance.”

Written by Leah, Brady, Landon, and Keaton
Edited and imaged by Cayden and Ben.



Donkey!
Five of the nine people we interviewed said that donkey 
is their favorite character.  Hunter Douglas said that 
Donkey is his favorite character because he is funny 
and he likes his accent.  DOnkey is played by Eddie 
Murphy.
.

Backround on Shrek
Made in 2001 Shrek was the 3rd 
most watched movie of the year.   
it stars Mike Myers, Eddie Murphy, 
Cameron Diaz, and John Lithgow 
as the voices of the lead 
characters.  The movie had songs 
like I’m a believer by Smash 
Mouth, Counting Cows Accidentaly 
in Love, And All star by Smash 
Mouth. There are four regular 
shrek movies and then there is a 
christmas edition called “Shrek the 
Halls.”
.

             (www.thefactsite.com)

Debate Erupts on Shrek!
Majority of Junior High students 
and teachers think that Shrek, 
the first movie, is the best.  We 
interviewed a total of nine 
students and teachers from 
Junior High about which Shrek 
movie is their favorite.  Five of 
the nine said that the first 
Shrek movie is their favorite.  
Claire Olberding said that 
Shrek the first movie is her 
favorite because Donkey and 
Dragon are the funniest in that 
movie.  

Above is a picture of the favorite movie     
(https://movieposters.ha.com)

Donkey, played as Eddie Murphy. (wikipedia.com and imbd.com)
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Brain Teasers and Riddles
Joke/ Riddles from people you 
know.
Mr.Broxson-  
This thing all things devours:
Birds, beasts, trees, flowers;
Gnaws iron, bites steel;
Grinds hard stones to meal;
Slays king, ruins town,
And beats high mountain down. 
What is it.

Mrs.Hogan-
Why can you never trust an atom?

Mr.Sheston-
What did the fish say when its head 
hit the wall?

Written by Joe Schneider

Riddles
Q1. I have a neck, but no head and I 
wear a cap.  What am I?

Q2. You can break me without 
touching me or without even seeing 
me. What am I?  

Q3. What did the garbage man say 
when someone asked how business 
was?

Q4. What famous rock group consists 
of four men but none of them sing?

Written by Jake from
www.rd.com/jokes/riddles/.fSaes4d5fz

Answers on back
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Answers
Mr. Broxson answer- Time

Mrs. Hogan answer- Because they 
make up everything.

Mr. Sheston answer- Aw, dam 

Q1. A bottle

Q2. A promise 

Q3. Pickin up

Q4. Faces on Mount Rushmore


